
Easter Sunday 
 
The Celebrant starts 
 

The Light of Christ! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

The Light of Christ! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

The Light of Christ! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

The Exsultet 
 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels,  

and let your trumpets shout Salvation  

for the victory of our mighty King.  

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,  

bright with a glorious splendor,  

for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.  

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,  

and let your holy courts, in radiant light,  

resound with the praises of your people.  

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame,  

pray with me to God the Almighty  

for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light;  

through Jesus Christ His Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with Him,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen.  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our  

whole heart and mind and voice, to praise You, the invisible, 

almighty, and eternal God, and Your only-begotten Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord; for He is the true Paschal Lamb, who 

at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin, 

and by His blood delivered Your faithful people. 

This is the day, when You brought our fathers, the children 

of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt and led them through the 

Red Sea on dry land. 

This is the day, when all who believe in Christ are delivered 

from the gloom of sin and are restored to grace and holiness 

of life. 

This is the day, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell,  

and rose victorious from the grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is Your 

mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, You 

gave a Son. 

How holy is this day, when wickedness is put to flight and 

sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen and joy 

to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings 

peace and concord. 

How blessed is this day, when earth and heaven are joined 

and man is reconciled to God. 

Holy Father, accept our morning sacrifice, the offering of this 

candle in Your honor. May it shine continually to drive away 

all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no 

setting, find it ever burning – He who gives His light to all 

creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  

Amen. 
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Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Glory to God in the highest,  

And peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

Almighty God and Father, 

We worship You, we give You thanks,  

We praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

You take away the sin of the world:  

Have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father:  



Receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One,  

You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit,  

In the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

 

 



The Collect 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, who through Your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that 

we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be 

raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 

A Reading from Jeremiah 31:1-6 
 

At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of 

Israel, and they shall be my people. Thus says the LORD: 
 

The people who survived the sword 

found grace in the wilderness;  

when Israel sought for rest, 

the LORD appeared to him from far away.  

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 

Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel!  

Again you shall take your tambourines, 

and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.  

Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria;  

the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit.  

For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 

in the hill country of Ephraim:  

“Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.”  



The Word of the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 

1  Give thanks to the LORD, for / he is good;* 

  His mercy en- / dures forever. 

2  Let Israel now / proclaim,* 

  “His mercy en- / dures forever.” 

14  The LORD is my strength and / my song,* 

  And he has become / my salvation. 

15  There is a sound of exultation and / victory * 

  In the tents / of the righteous: 

16  “The right hand of the LORD has / triumphed! * 

  The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  The right hand of the / LORD has triumphed!” 

17  I shall not die / but live, * 

  And declare the / works of the LORD. 

18  The LORD has punished me / sorely, * 

  But he did not hand me / over to death. 

19  Open for me the gates of / righteousness; * 

  I will enter them; I will offer / thanks to the LORD. 

20  “This is the gate of / the LORD; * 

  He who is right- / eous may enter.” 

21  I will give thanks to you, for you / answered me * 

  And have become / my salvation. 

22  The same stone which the builders re- / jected * 

  Has become the / chief cornerstone. 

23  This is the LORD’s / doing, * 

  And it is marve- / lous in our eyes. 

24  On this day the LORD has / acted; * 

  We will rejoice and / be glad in it. 

 



A Reading from Colossians 3:1-4 
 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 

things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is 

your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 

glory. 
 

The Word of the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

The Gospel 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Christ! 
 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly 

there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending 

from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 

appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For 

fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the 

angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been 

raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 

and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed 

he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is 

my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and 

great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 

said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 

worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and 

tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord! 

Praise to You, Lord Christ! 



The Sermon 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father. 

Through Him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. 

For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and His kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

 

 



Prayers of the People 
 

In peace, we pray to You, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors,  

and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of Your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Megan our Bishop; and  

for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in His Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 

Silence 
 

Hear us, Lord; 

For Your mercy is great. 
 

We thank You, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 

Silence 
 

We will exalt You, O God our King; 

And praise Your Name for ever and ever. 
 

 

 

 



We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 

Your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, let Your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in You. 
 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of Your people; in 

the multitude of Your mercies, look with compassion upon us 

and all who turn to You for help; for You are gracious,  

O lover of souls, and to You we give glory,  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against You 

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in Your will,  

and walk in Your ways, 

to the glory of Your Name.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Almighty God have mercy on you,  

Forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

Strengthen you in all goodness,  

And by the power of the Holy Spirit,  

keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done  

on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom,  

and the power,  

and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding,  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  

and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  

And the +blessing of God Almighty, the Father,  

the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin  

into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer,  

bring us to our eternal inheritance.  
 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 


