
Holy Trinity Annual Meeting 

January 23, 2022 

Agenda 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

Outgoing Vestry Members 
 

Candidates for Vestry (bios at end of packet) 

 Laura Pare 

 Trish Shurtz 

 Midge Gallagher 
 

Candidates for Convention 

 Kristie Garcia 

 Karen Hoida 

 Summer Green 

 Matt Reynolds 

 Gary Spriggs 
 

Treasurer’s Report/Budget 
 

Rector’s Report 
 

Youth Pastor’s Report 
 

Closing prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rector’s Report 

 

Again, we have had an interesting year, but we have made the most of it. The year 

began without being able to meet due the state’s ICU guidelines and ended with a 

major snow storm that made life difficult for many. In between those things many 

things did happen. 
 

The project for the year was our Easy Access Entry. Completing this has been a 

goal of the Vestry for several years because it allows access for those who cannot 

navigate the stairs out front. The project’s cost was estimated to be around $21,000 

and all the money was raised to fund it. Two things remain to complete: painting 

the metal rails and installing a permanent fence/rail on the landing. Thank you to 

Larry Hoy for his project management and Daniel Hoy for donating his time to 

draw up the plans. 
 

Musically, we added back important parts of our music program. We started our 

Compline program back up and was a joy to hear this offering again. Thanks to the 

efforts of Jeff Reynolds, we had our first ever Christmas Trombone concert.  
 

We had the pleasure of hosting a joint confirmation service for Holy Trinity and 

Saint Luke’s in August. It was good to have Bishop Megan here with Fr Brian 

from Saint Luke’s. After the service, the hospitality team put together a great 

reception. 
 

As part of the ministry to the diocese, the Episcopal Foundation of Northern 

California received grant applications from the churches in the Diocese of 

Northern California. A Technology Grant was applied for and we received the full 

amount we were asking for: $9200! We have now purchased most of the new 

equipment to better our streaming capabilities and provide new opportunities for 

remote learning and other events. Thank you to Trish and Barry Shurtz for their 

work on writing the grant. 
 

Probably one of the most exciting things for us is that we have someone in the 

process of ordination. Our own Karen Hoida is an aspirant for Holy Orders to the 

diaconate. We continue to pray for God’s guidance through this time and Karen’s 

patience as she walks through this path of ordination.  
 

May God continue to bless us and may we continue to be a blessing to our 

community. 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

brad+ 

 



Senior Warden’s Report  

 

This year continued to be a challenge as we started the year in a heavy season of 

Covid Christmas and ended it still masked with Omicron being the new variant to 

avoid. In the midst of so much confusion and concern, we continued the work of 

caring for people, loving our neighbors, and worshipping together.  Here are some 

of the highlights: 
 

We met for worship via Zoom, in person masked, with singing and without, with 

bulletins and without and with a hearty hug at the peace and without.  There has 

been constant change and our congregation has been supportive and gracious. 
 

Our Vestry continued to meet via Zoom and in person as we were able. We had our 

Vestry Retreat in the beautiful outdoor space provided by Rob Stepp and Terry 

Weed.  The Vestry was unable to meet in December because of the snow storm, 

but came together in January to complete the year and approve the budget.  
 

We had another (and hopefully our last) virtual Diocesan Convention. We are 

looking forward to gathering in Redding in 2022. 
 

We hosted confirmands from St. Luke’s along with Bishop Meagan in late 

summer.  We confirmed 9 people from within our congregation in a joyous service 

and with a wonderful reception. 
 

Weddings and funerals continued at Holy Trinity, even during the pandemic. 
 

As a congregation, we kept great track of and cared for each other during power 

outages, fire evacuations, and snow storms while also caring for our own 

neighbors, friends, and families.  There are many stories of loving and holy 

hospitality. 
 

We gathered for a beautiful Advent dinner at the Wheel House. The hospitality 

committee set the stage for a night of wonderful fellowship. 
 

We fed our neighbors on Tuesday nights, cleaned storm debris from neighboring 

properties, did clean-up work at Crisis Care Nursey, and supplied gifts for the 

Family Christmas Tree project—all in the name of Christ. 
 

All in all, it was a year of constant change as we loved others and paid attention to 

state and local mandates. Even with great personal fatigue, we reached out to 

encourage, support, and love one another.  As my first year as Senior Warden 

concludes, I am in awe at God’s hand of provision, protection, and peace on us all 

as we walked together through 2021.  May he continue to build up our humble 

parish for his service in 2022. 
 

Peace 

Summer Green 



Junior Warden Report 
 

Dearest Holy Trinity Members,  
 

Our blessed building and grounds have received much love during this recovery 

year… 
 

The Building and Grounds team contracted an inspection service and established 

some fix-up priorities. The major issue is dry rot in parts of the building, however 

none of an urgent nature.  Luckily the church is largely in good shape.  The 

sanctuary hanging lantern glass panes will have to be taken down to be re-soldered.  
 

Thank you, Larry Hoy, for your tenacious leadership of the new access ramp and 

door through some arduous planning and installation.   Thank you to your son 

Daniel Hoy for his Architectural expertise and official blueprints.  The ramp effort 

also included the new sidewalk and hand-railing, thank you Brad the B&G team. 

Thank you, dear members, for donating the funds for this important cause! 
 

Thank you, Larry and Jean, for installing our garden sprinklers, planting, building 

the planer next to the side door, and moving that 300-pound stone!   
 

Thank you for Library clean up and remodel, Ellen, Summer, Elizabeth, Larry, and 

to Brad for priming.  Thank you, Kenny for the Library lighting and other 

electrical work, around the church. 
 

Thank you, John G., for rebuilding the new access pews, and to Barry S, Brad for 

painting and installing them. 
 

Thank you, Brad, for installing the Deacon Dave fountain and birdbath. 
 

Thank you, Larry, for rebuilding parts of the church including the paneling in the 

choir loft stairwell. 
 

So many other hands, not listed here, nurture our wonderful church home, thank 

you all for your love. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to serve. 

Thank you for your fellowship. 

With Love and Blessings,  

 

 

Todd Hoida 

 

 

 

 

 



Treasurer’s  Report  
 

It has  been  a  year  of  transition  for  the  treasurer.  Following  Lee  Adams’ 

resignation, Tom Ewart  came  out  of  retirement  to help keep things  in  order.  

Brad asked if  I might  be interested in  helping  out, and I said I would.  So I have  

been  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Tom  while he  has  helped me  acquire  and/or  

relearn  the  skills  necessary  to fulfill  the  responsibilities  of treasurer  here  at  

Trinity!  
 

It  has  been  a  good year  financially  for  Trinity.  The  biggest  undertaking  was  

installing the  ADA  access  on  the  side  of  the  church.  Thank  you to all  of  

you who contributed to the successful  funding  of  this  project, under  the  very  

capable  leadership of  Larry  Hoy.  
 

The  storm  of  late  December  impacted many  of  the  trees  and plantings  on  

our  grounds, especially  our  huge  Atlas  cedar.  The cost of  cleaning  all  that  up 

will  create  a  dent  in  this year’s  budget, for  sure.  
 

As a point  of  information, I wanted to let  you know  that  we  have  a  handful  of  

people who help run  the  treasury.  Ellen  Gammelgard helps  to reconcile  the  

bank  statements.  We have a  part-time  outside  bookkeeper, Linda  Rodriguez, 

who pays  the  bills.  We always  have two counters  to count  the  proceeds  from  

our  Sunday  offerings.  Thanks to Lynne  Rosenau for coordinating  that.  And as 

always, Tom  Ewart  is  available  for  advice  and information.  
 

Just a reminder, we deeply appreciate  your  support  of  the  ministries  at  Trinity, 

and would remind you that  filling  out  a  giving  card on  line  or  a  giving  card 

helps  us  plan  the budget  for  the  year.  It is never too late  to do so!  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Terry Gallagher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Organist’s Report 
 

This year has been a good one, in spite of the Corona Virus still hanging on.  We 

are still meeting in person, for which I am very grateful.  Having in-person 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services was especially wonderful.  I am also 

grateful that the snow storm that we had did not start until the night of the 26th.  

Whew! 
 

The major things that we had done were tunings on the organ and the piano in the 

loft.  They both seemed fine for a few weeks, and then things went a bit haywire.  

The piano had to be re-tuned because the middle section of the keyboard had gone 

out of tune again.  The second piano tuner said that all of the pianos in this area 

had done that because of the especially wet weather we had been having.  He re-

tuned the piano and then told me that there is a de-humidifier installed inside the 

case!  I had no idea.  So we reconnected that and the piano has stayed in tune since 

then. 
 

As for the organ, the tuning held well, but other things went wrong, mainly with 

the couplers and pedals.  So Bill Vischer from Hupalo and Repasky had to come 

back and fix it.  When he thought he had it back to normal, he couldn’t test it 

because the power went out!  This exercise of tuning and fixing has been a 

challenge to say the least! 
 

It seems that all is well now.  I want to thank everyone once again for allowing me 

the privilege of being your organist. It’s been 53 years and counting since I played 

my first church service at Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Grass Valley, and I have 

no intention of ever retiring. 
 

I also want to introduce you to Leah Hall, the wonderful lady who played for me 

when I couldn’t get to church on January 2nd.  She has been working very hard to 

get her skills back as an organist, and I commend her for all of her efforts.  We are 

blessed to have someone who is willing to help when I can’t be there.  Please make 

her feel supported and welcome. 
 

I look forward to the coming year.  Thank you once again for your love and 

support. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Tina Spriggs 

 

 

 

 

 



Youth Pastor’s Report 

 

To start 2021 the youth group wasn't meeting in person due to Covid. Connections 

were made on a weekly basis through messenger and text and we would get 

together for lunch once a month. On April 11, 2021 we had our first in person 

Sunday morning youth group in over a year. We continued with Sunday morning 

youth group for a few months, until I realized it wasn't working well for our 

students, Jamie and Sarah, so we went back to connecting weekly over messenger 

and continued meeting together for lunch, or an outing once a month. In the fall 

Sarah moved to the Bay for school and we continued to connect frequently over 

messenger. Jamie's busy school schedule and internship with NEO, has made 

getting together challenging, but we continue to connect over messenger 

frequently. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

Ben Mills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vestry Candidate Bios 

 

Laura Pare 

 

I grew up in Kentucky in the Disciples of Christ Church, but found my home at St. 

Michael's Episcopal as a teenager, and attended St. Michael's thereafter.   
 

I moved to California in 1986, and attended law school at the University of San 

Francisco. After graduating in 1990 I practiced law in the area of civil litigation. I 

married my husband Jeff in 1996 and we had our first child, Ben in 1999. Sam 

followed in 2002. I still handled some contract legal work from time to time. I was 

involved with Chicago Park School in a variety of capacities (classroom volunteer, 

PTA member and President, instructional aide, library supervisor, GATE 

coordinator and front desk administration). I began attending Holy Trinity in 

around 2006 at the invitation of Gretchen and James Francisco. I attended 

regularly, but just before and again following the birth of my third child, David in 

2007 I took a step back due to family and health commitments. I began attending 

again and was ultimately confirmed by Fr. Christopher.   
 

I have served in a variety of capacities at Holy Trinity, having prepared food and 

served meals for the homeless, done the flowers, served as greeter and altar guild. I 

would love to see our church community grow and thrive and would welcome the 

opportunity to help that happen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trish Shurtz 

 

I was born in San Francisco and grew up in Sonoma County, and I got my 

bachelor's degree in Business and Computer Science at Chico State in 1984, the 

same year I married Barry Shurtz.  We lived in Marin County and had our son Neil 

in 1991.  I was very involved as a volunteer with the Parent's Association  at Neil's 

charter High School in Novato, and also as a volunteer with the Boy Scouts, 

something I continue to do today.  In my professional life, I've held various 

positions with high tech companies for over 37 years, currently as a contract 

consultant with software company Autodesk. 

  

I had never attended any church until 2008 when Neil invited me to start going to 

Nativity Episcopal in San Rafael, something he wanted to do in conjunction with 

his attaining Eagle Scout.  We became members there, but we also frequented 

Grace Cathedral.  Neil and I were baptized together on Christmas Day 2009 and 

confirmed in April of 2013 at St. Stephens' in Belvedere.  At Nativity I ran a 

monthly Evening prayer service, worked in the church office, produced their 

weekly newsletter, and was on the Altar Guild, Vestry, and served as Senior 

Warden for three years. 

  

When we moved to Nevada City in 2013 we knew with one visit that Trinity would 

be a welcoming spiritual home for us, and that has definitely proven to be true.  I 

love the work Barry and I do with the website, and with our service streaming, as 

well as my recent work with the Altar Guild.  But it is the many friendships we 

have forged in such a relatively short time that truly make this parish a blessing.  I 

am looking forward to serving this congregation even more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Midge Gallagher 
 

I am a cradle Episcopalian and my paternal grandfather was an Episcopal priest. I 

was confirmed by Bishop James Pike when I was 12 years old. My love of the 

church is very important to me and I find my faith to be a source of comfort and 

strength to me in life. 

 

Terry and I have been members a Holy Trinity since moving here in 2004. During 

our time here, I have been a vestry member, Chalice Bearer, a Eucharistic visitor, 

and a member of the Hospitality Team. Serving as a Vestry member is an honor 

and I take it seriously. 

 

Holy Trinity has been around well over a hundred years and my hope and vision is 

to help it thrive for at least that much longer. 

 
 


