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Lessons and Carols 
 
 

Processional Hymn  O Come Emmanuel  verses 1-4    #56 

The worship leaders proceed into the sanctuary, led by the cross, symbolizing that we are under the cross 
and follow Christ into the presence of God.  

 

Opening Acclamation  
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

 
Collect for Purity 
This is a prayer of preparation which recognizes our need to unclutter our minds and invite the Holy Spirit 
to guide us in right worship. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray 

 
Collect of the Day 
This prayer collects our hearts and guides our minds towards the theme for the morning. 
 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 

Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy 

Him perfectly in heaven; where with You and the Holy Spirit He lives and reigns, one 

God, in glory everlasting.  

Amen. 
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Bidding Prayer 
 

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the 

message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 

thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in 

Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our 

disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this holy Child; and let us 

make this place glad with our carols of praise.  

 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all 

the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which He died, and especially in 

this country and within this city.  

 

And because this of all things would rejoice His heart, let us at this time remember in 

His name the poor and the helpless, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those 

who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those 

who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love Him not, or who by sin have grieved His 

heart of love. Lastly, let us remember before God His pure and lowly Mother, and all 

those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude 

which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in 

this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer 

up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ Himself hath taught us:  

 

The Almighty God bless us with His grace;  

Christ give us the joys of everlasting life;  

and to the fellowship of the citizens above,  

may the King of Angels bring us all.  

Amen.  
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The Lessons  

 

Genesis 2:4b-9, 18-25 

 

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5 when no plant of the field 

was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not 

caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6 but a stream 

would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— 7 then the Lord God 

formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 

and the man became a living being. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the 

east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 Out of the ground the Lord God 

made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life 

also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

 
18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 

helper as his partner.” 19 So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the 

field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call 

them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man 

gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but 

for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep 

sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its 

place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a 

woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said, 

 

“This at last is bone of my bones 

    and flesh of my flesh; 

this one shall be called Woman, 

    for out of Man this one was taken.” 

 
24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they 

become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 

 

 

 

#390 Praise the Lord – all verses 
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Genesis 3:1-15 

 

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had 

made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 

garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden; 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 

the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, 

“You will not die; 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree 

was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 

to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, 

who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 

they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

 
8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 

breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 

among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 

“Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 

Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, 

“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 

ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 

woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 

 

“Because you have done this, 

    cursed are you among all animals 

    and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, 

    and dust you shall eat 

    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” 

 

#56 O Come, O Come Emmanuel verses 1-3 
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Isaiah 7:10-15 

 
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 

the Lord to the test. 13 Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 

you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will 

give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 

name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse 

the evil and choose the good. 

 

#56 O Come, O Come Emmanuel verses 4-6 

 

Luke 1:26-58 

 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 

The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to 

the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore, the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, 

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 

for her who was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then 

Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 

Then the angel departed from her. 

 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 

with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  



6  
 

43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as 

soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her 

by the Lord.” 
 

46 And Mary said, 

 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. 

 
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and 

relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 

 

 

 

 

 

#83-Oh Come All Ye Faithful – verses 1, 3, 5 and 6 
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Luke 2:1-20 

 

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 
 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 

 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

 

#115 What Child is This? – all verses 

 

 

Homily 
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The Nicene Creed (BCP page 326) 

This ancient statement of belief anchors God’s people in our faith in historic Christianity. 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,  
Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
He became incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man. 
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and His kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son He is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen 
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Prayers of the People (BCP page 385) 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; 

for our Bishop Megan; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 

Pray for the Church. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; 

and for the well-being of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry,  

The oppressed, and those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God,  

or a deeper knowledge of him. 

Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 

Pray for those who have died. 
 

Silence 
 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 

Silence 
 

The Celebrant continues 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 

mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help;  

for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen 
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Sharing the Peace of Christ 
This ancient tradition of passing the peace of Christ demonstrates our intention  
to live in peace with all people, because we now have peace with God.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 

Offering 
We present ourselves to God in worship through our gifts to Him.  The bread and wine are brought 
forward, demonstrating that Christ first offered Himself to us.  In worship, we offer our gifts as a 
reflection that our lives are offered to God. 

 
Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below 
praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
The Lord be with you, 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Prayer of Consecration 
The Officiant prays through the prayer of consecration 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere  
To give thanks to You, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for 
us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made 
perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so 
that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and 
receive power to become your children. 
 

Therefore, we praise You, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of Your Name: 

 
Sanctus 

 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In Your infinite love You made us for Yourself,  
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,  
You, in Your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, Your only and eternal Son,  
to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,  
to reconcile us to You, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself,  
in obedience to Your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night He was handed over to suffering and death, our  
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when He had given thanks  
to You, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, "Take,  
eat: This is My Body, which is given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of Me." 
 

After supper He took the cup of wine; and when He had given  
thanks, He gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  
This is My Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  
it, do this for the remembrance of Me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in  
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling His death,  
resurrection, and ascension, we offer You these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by Your Holy Spirit to be for Your people the  
Body and Blood of Your Son, the holy food and drink of new  
and unending life in Him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully  
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve You in unity, constancy,  
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all Your saints  
into the joy of Your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through Your Son Jesus Christ: By Him, and  
with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor  
and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done  
on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us! 
Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia!  
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

Holy Communion 
Our ultimate response to our worship of God is thanksgiving. We offer this through our partaking of the 
Eucharist, meaning “Thanksgiving” in the ancient languages. 
 

 

Post Communion Hymn  Silent Night     #111 
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Closing Prayer 
 

Almighty and ever living God, we thank You for feeding us  
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood 
of Your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  
that we are living members of the Body of Your Son,  
and heirs of Your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work You have given us to do, to love and serve You 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To Him, to You, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 

season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 

Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father+, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 

you and remain with you forever.  

Amen. 

 
Recessional and Dismissal 
The worship leaders process out, led by the cross, symbolizing that Christ goes before us 
as we are sent out into the world. 

 

Recessional Hymn  O Come Emmanuel  verses 5-8    #56 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God.  
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Summer Green Senior Warden, Christian Education Liaison 
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bshurtz@gmail.com  

 

Trish Shurtz Clerk, Communications Liaison  
trish.shurtz@gmail.com  

 

Todd Hoida Community Outreach Liaison   
todd@hoida.net  

 

Larry Hoy Finance Liaison   
lrjphoy@hotmail.com  

 

Rob Stepp Membership and Growth Liaison   
rgs724@telis.org  

 

Laura Pare Parish Life Liaison   
lauralu346@gmail.com  

 

Randy Chilton  Community Outreach Liaison 
chiltonhr@gmail.com  

 

Scott Leaman- Parish Mission and Core Values Liaison 
scottleaman@hotmail.com  
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