
 
  

H O L Y  T R I N I T Y
E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H

A n n u a l  M e e t i n g
J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 3

 Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with us as we celebrate
your work in our parish and participate in the business of your kingdom for the renewal and mission of your

Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant
us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.
 



2 
 

Holy Trinity Annual Meeting 
January 22, 2023 
 
AGENDA 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Ministries of Holy Trinity- 
Randy Chilton- Tuesday Night Dinners 
Tina Spriggs- Music 
Stan Thomas-Rose- Choir 
Jeff Reynolds- Compline 
Karen Hoida- IFM 
Sarah Woerner- Hospitality 
Kristie Garcia- Altar Guild 
Barry Shurtz- Jr. Warden 
 
Outgoing Vestry Members- Trish Shurtz 
 
Candidates for Vestry (bios at end of packet) Affirming Vote 
• Andrew Harris 
• Gary Spriggs 
• Midge Gallagher 
 
Convention Comments: Karen Hoida 
Candidates for Convention- Affirming Vote 
• Kristie Garcia 
• Karen Hoida 
• Pepsi Helmuth 
• Trish Shurtz 
• Lou Ceci 
 
 
2023 Budget- Rob Stepp 
 
Closing prayer 
  



3 
 

Rector’s Report-2022 
Once again we come to the time of year where we formally look back at the life of 
this church. I am always amazed when I sit back and think of the many things that 
have happened that make Holy Trinity a good place to be. As always, this 
remembrance brings with it the memory of those we love but see no longer, those 
who have moved and those who are new to our community. We are truly blessed to 
have so many lives intertwined.  
 
We had no major planned projects this year and made focused on maintaining our 
nearly 150 year old building. Specifically, we replaced dry rot around the 
perimeter and have plans to continue that this year. Many thanks to Larry Hoy for 
his leadership with this, as well as Todd Hoida and Barry Shurtz for their help.  
 
Our music program continues to shine and grow, and I hope that you, like me, feel 
blessed to receive this gift weekly in services and through compline. Special thanks 
to Stan Thomas-Rose, Tina Spriggs and Jeff Reynolds for their tireless efforts to 
bring excellence to this ministry in our church.  
 
Our Stream Team and the implementation of our new equipment were a blessed 
arrival this year. Now many who are at home can watch services and other events 
when they must be away. Thank you to Trish Shurtz, Barry Shurtz, Todd Hoida 
and Matt Reynolds for their work to make this happen weekly.  
 
I would like to take an opportunity to thank the three Vestry members rotating off 
this year: Rob Stepp, Larry Hoy and Summer Green. I can honestly say all three of 
these individuals made a huge impact during their three year tenure and we are 
better because of them. Please take time to thank them for their work. 
 
For our formation, The Point, Bible Study, the Forum, Morning and Evening 
Prayer and a Men’s group were all things that have contributed to our growth and 
the building up of our community I look forward to more opportunities like this for 
us. 
 

May God continue to bless us and may we continue to be a blessing to our 
community. 
In Christ, 
brad+ 
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Randy Chilton  
Tuesday Night Dinners 
Community Outreach Report 
 
The Point in Time count of the homeless in Nevada County tabulated over five 
hundred individuals county-wide, from children under 18 to older adults, sheltered 
and unsheltered, in February of 2022.  As an important part of our community 
outreach mission, Holy Trinity serves a dinner every other week, alternating with 
Emmanuel Episcopal in Grass Valley, providing meals for about 15-20 individuals 
each time.  (We have had as few as 12 or so, and as many as 24, but those are 
unusual numbers.) Groceries, cooked dishes, bag lunches, snacks and some other 
donated supplies (socks, gloves, some clothing) are all supplied by church 
members, and setting up, serving, and cleaning up are typically performed by 6-12 
of us each session. We also get help from volunteers outside the congregation. The 
primary purpose of our dinners is to feed the hungry, of course, but it's worth 
noting that when we prepare and share a meal with others, it also has a lot to do 
with building our own church community. There are over 25 church members who 
have asked to receive the emails calling for donated food and labor for these 
dinners, and a core group that contributes almost every time we serve, including (in 
no particular order) Bob and Betty Larimer, Lou Ceci, Henry and Margaret Nelson, 
Denise Mozzetti, Dr. Sarah Woerner, Karen Hoida, Rob Campbell, Clair Sullivan, 
Joy Perry-Thistle, Chris Krawczyk, Leann Jacobson, Scott Fairclough, Leah Hall, 
Jean Hoy, Barry and Phyllis Angell, and Peggy Arenchild, and Terry Weed. These 
dinners are definitely not the product of one person’t work—it’s all of us, every 
two weeks.  It’s the church.  My personal thanks go out to everyone who has 
helped or just expressed interest in helping. 
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Todd Hoida 
Vestry Liaison to Community Outreach 
 
We support the Kare Crisis Nursery led by our Dr. Sarah Woerner by purchasing 
Sarah’s Pies and by holding a Garden Cleanup Party.  As we approach spring, 
please look for a notice from Todd Hoida coordinating the Garden party.  
 
The Christmas Family gift giving project, led by Cheryl Tadman, was a resounding 
success.   Bless you for your participation and gifts.    
 
Holy trinity has been supporting Interfaith Food Ministry (IFM) for many years, 
primarily through the donations placed in the basket in the narthex that are 
delivered weekly to them. 
Karen Hoida has been a volunteer for two years at IFM and is currently on the 
board representing Trinity.  We have just this year committed to an annual 
donation of $600.  IFM feeds 150-250 families four times a week.  Many churches 
donate their time, money and prayers for this ministry, and our community 
businesses step up in a big way.  The donated food, purchased through 
grants allotted to IFM, is of the best quality from local grocery stores and farms. 
Nothing goes to waste. Pig farmers come by and pick up the pallets of food that is 
not given out before an expiration date. There are only 3-4 paid employees at IFM, 
the rest are all volunteers; it takes many hands to feed this many guests.  The 
volunteers are the backbone of this ministry and all effort are appreciated.  Every 
day is opened with prayers and closed with much gratitude and love from the 
people who work and those who serve.  We are proud to serve our community in 
this ministry and Karen intends on speaking monthly regarding the needs to be 
met.  Karen is open to questions and welcomes anyone to volunteer on the day that 
she is there to introduce you to everyone and the process.  The website is quite 
informative and will help you to understand a great deal 
more. interfaithfoodministry.org. 
 

“Good servants free those who serve and many good servants free many”  
Ormonde Plater 
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Music Report 
 
Hello everyone!  I just want to thank you all again for the honor of being your 
organist.  I love this church and everyone who attends it, as well as the Trinity 
organ.  Since it was the first pipe organ I ever played, I feel very blessed to play it 
now. The organ was serviced this December. 
 I am sure that all of us are happy that 2023 is here, and hopefully we can put 
the chaos of previous years behind us and move forward in grace and love for 
ourselves, our friends and family, and our community. 
 Father Brad asked me during my yearly evaluation how long I intend to 
continue as organist for Trinity.  This was my answer…” As long as I can make it 
up the loft stairs and see the music, I will be here.” 
 Thank you all again for being such a blessing in my life. 
Yours in Christ, 
Tina Spriggs, Organist 
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CHOIR REPORT 2023 
 
The past year saw the Choir finally returning to a normal schedule with regular 
rehearsals and typical participation in Sunday morning services.  As we rehearsed 
together and sang for services, our connections and friendships within the Choir 
have deepened, and we frequently experience those amazing moments when we’re 
swept up by the Spirit as we sing together. Our regular members continue to be 
bolstered as needed by a number of “pinch hitters” from time to time, and Tina 
Spriggs continues her amazing service accompanying us. We have also had several 
new singers join us as they able.  I am deeply grateful to all for sharing their gifts 
with us to help create the rich mystery that music adds to our worship. 
 
In December, health issues forced Anne Callaway to take a break from Choir.  
Please hold her in prayer as she continues to deal with recovery; she has been an 
integral part of our music for some years now, and is missed. 
 
This past summer also saw the return of the Trinity Community Chorus which 
prepared and presented a joyfully varied concert that truly was a delight to all of us 
who participated, and to those who came to the performance.  Singers from our 
choir were joined by many from our wider community, creating connections and 
experiences that I believe share Christ’s light in the world.  
 
As always, a number of additional musicians contributed to our services with 
Special Music.  Their gifts add inspiring color and variety to our worship. What a 
feast we enjoy in God’s house!            -Stan Thomas-Rose, Choir Director 
 
Choir Members    Pinch Hitters                Special Music 
Anne Callaway    Amy Butler     Blue 
Katie & Randy Chilton   Melinda Douros    Anne Callaway 
Diane Conforti    Bill & Anna Reynolds-Trabucco            Melinda Douros 
Abby Givens     Keith Wilson                             Jeff & Jean Reynolds 
Lynn Green     Phyllis Wong                 Amy, Erin, Katie & Tina 
Leah Hall     Charlie Zimmerman 
Sandra Hershberger 
Mitchell Peck-Eng 
Joy Perry-Thistle 
Jean & Jeff Reynolds 
Matt Reynolds 
Tina Spriggs  
Stan & Erin Thomas-Rose 
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Jr. Warden Report 
 
Your Buildings and Grounds Committee has been hard at work behind the scenes 
all year maintaining our beautiful historic church. Being a historic building keeps 
us on our toes–from finding and repairing dry rot to repairing light fixtures, and 
everything in-between. We’ve tried to keep you informed of the various projects 
throughout the year, so hopefully, there are no surprises here. 
 
2022 Projects 
 
To help the committee prioritize and track various projects, we meet monthly and 
utilize a “project tracker spreadsheet” to help keep us on track. Below is a 
summary of a few of the 2022 projects: 
 

● Siding on the north side (patio) of the church has been replaced due to dry 
rot issues 

● A significant amount of dirt was removed and replaced with rock to help 
with drainage along that same side of the church 

● Initial work began on remodel of the Sunday School room including all new 
lighting. Work has stopped since discovering significant issues with the roof 
(see below) 

● Final work on the remodeled library was completed 
● The old “workroom” (the room across from the office) has been cleaned out 

and is now available for use (it’s usually the warmest room in the church!) 
● We’re in the process of retrofitting and repairing the light fixtures in the 

sanctuary. This work will be completed this new year. 
● The kitchen was repainted 
● New pews were installed to accommodate wheelchairs 
● Sewer back-flow device was installed (a requirement from the City in order 

to get a permit to repair the roof) 
● New signage has been installed around the church 
● A cleaning company was hired to clean the church on a weekly basis 
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Goals for 2023 
 
A few of the major goals for this year include: 

● New roof and skylights over the nursery, kitchen, Bishop Kip room and 
hallways. This is a major project we need to fundraise for this spring 

● Roof and related repairs of the Rectory due to damage from a fallen tree. 
This is also a major project, however, it will be funded by our insurance 
company 

● Replacement of dry rotted siding and related structure on the front of the 
church 

● Complete sanctuary light fixture project 
● Install new railings near the handicap access door 
● Reorganize choir loft storage  
● And many other “maintenance” projects… 

 
Much of the work being done on the church is completed by volunteer parishioners 
who make up the Buildings and Grounds Committee–a big “thank you” to 
everyone on this committee! 
 
If you have any questions, concerns etc. please send an email to 
grounds@holytrinitynevadacity.org 
 

Barry Shurtz, Jr. Warden        
Terry Gallagher  
Ellen Gammelgard 
Fr. Brad Helmuth 
Todd Hoida 

John Griffin  
Larry Hoy 
Rob Stepp 
Kenny Tadman 
 

P.S. We have some exciting long-term ideas to share with you at the upcoming all 
parish meeting! 
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Senior Warden’s Report 2022 
 
This year was a post-Covid year with some fits and starts. We continued the work as best we could of 
caring for people. Loving our neighbor and worshipping together.   
 
Here are some of the highlights: 
 
We continue to meet via Zoom for Morning Prayer on Monday and Friday and in person on 
Wednesday mornings. There is a solid group of people taking advantage of this opportunity, sharing 
leadership and enjoying the fellowship. 
 
Our Vestry continued to meet both in person and via Zoom, if people were out of town. Consistency 
has helped make for a healthy Vestry. 
 
The Point (Ladies of Trinity) met from January to July to gather, socialize and do a book study by 
Brennon Manning. We also held 3 social events: a game night and two “Sippin’ at Sunset” 
gatherings.  
 
In October I attended the Diocesan Convention in Redding. It was the first live convention of the 3 
that I have been a part of. It was good to gather and reconnect Trinity to the greater diocese.  
 
I spent the greater part of this year working with Trish Shurtz and Fr. Brad on sabbatical 
preparations. Trish has done an incredible job of documenting of the processes. Her “project 
management” skills are a blessing to our congregation. 
 
We gathered for a beautiful Advent dinner at the Wheel House. The hospitality committee set the 
stage for a night of wonderful fellowship. We were grateful to welcome back many people who had 
been absent since Covid. 
 
We fed our neighbors on Tuesday nights, did clean-up work at Crisis Care Nursey, and supplied gifts 
for the Family Christmas Tree project—all in the name of Christ. 
 
At the beginning of Advent, we began to worship using new service bulletins. Ellen Gammelgard 
worked very hard on these, with the help of Fr. Brad, to complete an entire liturgical year cycle. The 
new bulletins are beautiful and are a wonderful resource to bring home and use during the week. 
They provide a simplified and elegant introduction to Trinity for those who are new or visiting. 
 
We held our first Advent Family service and breakfast this year the week before Christmas. It was 
well attended with over 80 parishioners and visitors.  What a fantastic morning it was. Thank you to 
the Hospitality Committee for organizing and feeding us a delicious breakfast. 
 
All in all, it was a year of ongoing change as we loved others. Together, we reached out to 
encourage, support, and love one another.  As my last year as Senior Warden concludes, I am in awe 
of God’s hand of provision, protection, and peace on all of us as we walked together through 2022.  
May he continue to build up our humble parish for his service and his glory in 2023. 
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Andrew Harris 
 

)  
 

 
I have lived in Nevada County for 47 years.  I was raised as a member of the 
Catholic Church.  In 1990, my wife, Michelle, and I were married at Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church in Grass Valley after I was received as a member of the 
Episcopal Church.  We have attended Holy Trinity Episcopal Church since 1994. 
Both of our children were baptized in Holy Trinity.  I love our church and am a 
devoted follower of Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior. I have served on the Altar 
Guild for more than a decade.  When asked if I would join the Vestry, my prayers 
indicate I am being called to serve and it would be my honor and privilege to serve 
the Church, it’s members, our head Priest, Jesus, and our loving Father. 
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Midge Gallagher 
 
I am a cradle Episcopalian and my paternal grandfather was an Episcopal priest. I 
was confirmed by Bishop James Pike when I was 12 years old. My love of the 
church is very important to me and I find my faith to be a source of comfort and 
strength to me in life. 
 
Terry and I have been members a Holy Trinity since moving here in 2004. During 
our time here, I have been a vestry member, Chalice Bearer, a Eucharistic visitor, 
and a member of the Hospitality Team. Serving as a Vestry member is an honor 
and I take it seriously. 
 
Holy Trinity has been around well over a hundred years and my hope and vision is 
to help it thrive for at least that much longer. 
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Gary Spriggs 
 
Gary was born in Maryland and grew up on the east coast.  After completing a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Aeronautical Engineering at West Virginia University in 
1972, he joined the Air Force and was stationed in the Sacramento area, at the 
former Mather Air Force Base.  In 1976 he met Tina, who was then a music 
student at University of the Pacific in Stockton.  They were married in 1978.   
Gary completed a Masters Degree at Cal State Sacramento in 1979.  He continued 
service with the Air Force with assignments in Florida and Arizona, and multiple 
temporary assignments in Europe.  He retired from the military in 1997 and began 
a second career with the Nevada County government as a computer network 
engineer.  He retired from that position in 2019.   
 
Gary has served in various church music groups and choirs since in high school.   
He began a long-term association with the Church of England in 1978 when Tina 
attended summer school at the Royal School of Church Music.  He subsequently 
served as a lay-reader in the Dioceses of the Central Gulf Coast, Arizona, Northern 
California, and in the Diocese of Ipswich (England).  Gary has been licensed as a 
lay-preacher, lay eucharistic minister, worship leader, and healing minister.  He has 
also served multiple terms on Vestries in Arizona and Northern California. 
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Treasurer's Report 
 
Another creative and adaptive year for Trinity.  People came, people left, but the 
bills remain. Our aging church needed additional surgery to correct some obvious 
and not-so-obvious flaws.  Inflation went rampant with our bills. Our investments 
suffered from retreat by the markets.  We had to dip into our reserves to make ends 
meet.  By the grace of God we still have positive balances. 
 
More challenges await in 2023.  We created a budget of over $300,000 in 
expenditures, but our pledges only cover slightly more than half at this point.  The 
roofs on both the church and rectory need repair/replacement.  The rectory repairs 
will be covered by insurance, while the church repairs will be dependent on how 
much we can raise with a fund-raising campaign asking all of you to dig deeper in 
your wallets to help carry the load. 
 
Thanks to those who assist in running the Treasury:  our counters, our bookkeeper, 
and our accounts reconciler. 
 
Special thanks to those who keep Trinity running through their financial 
commitment:  YOU! 
 
If you have not contributed to the work at Trinity, please prayerfully consider 
supporting us.  We need everyone’s support to keep our presence in the community 
alive and well! 
 
God Bless! 
Terry Gallagher 
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Endowment Report
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“God has prepared for Himself one great song of praise throughout eternity, and those who
enter the community of God join in this song. It is the song that the “morning stars sang

together and all the sons of God shouted for joy” at the creation of the world. (Job 38:7). It is
the victory song of the children of Israel after passing through the Red Sea, the Magnificat of
Mary after the annunciation, the song of Paul and Silas in the night of prison, the song of the
singers on the sea of glass after their rescue, the “song of Moses the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb” (Rev. 15:3) * Dare I say, it’s also the song of the children of God serving and
living a faithful life in community in Nevada County at Holy Trinity.  It is the song of the heavenly

fellowship.”
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community

 
 

“What determines our brotherhood is what and who we are by reason of Christ. Our
community with one another consists solely in what Christ has done to and for all of us. This is
true not merely at the beginning, as though in the course of time something else were to be

added to our community; it remains so for all the future and to all eternity. We have
community with others and we shall continue to have it only through Jesus Christ. The more
genuine and the deeper our community becomes, the more will everything else between us
recede, the more clearly and purely will Jesus Christ and his work become the one and only

thing that is vital between us. We have one another only through Christ, but through Christ we
do have one another, wholly, for eternity.”

― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community
 
 
 


